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Know all ye men:

This document, duly presented,
Attests to the fact that

……. …………….. ……….
Will serve as

……… ………. ……………
To the delight and supreme satisfaction of

The good people of Baton Rouge
And

Will welcome strangers within the city gates
During the glorious season of Carnival

In the year
…………

The Board of Management
Le Krewe Mystique de la Capitale

Presented ……….. .. ……

Hall of Fame ProclamationHall of Fame Proclamation
 

Whereas, the Retired State Employees Association of Louisiana was organized and 
established as a non-profit organization on November 14, 1966; and

Whereas, the mission of RSEA of Louisiana is to advance the quality of life of current and 
future retired state employees who have given of their talents to the state of Louisiana; 
and

Whereas, the RSEA of Louisiana Hall of Fame was established to recognize the contributions 
made by retired public servants to enhance the role, professionalism, image and visibility 
of public service in Louisiana; and

Whereas, it honors those public servants who have made significant contributions to the 
citizens of Louisiana through their public service and community involvement; and

Whereas, Mary Young Cannon, was a career civil servant who dedicated over thirty-five 
years of her life to the citizens of Louisiana having served as an Accountant IV at Charity 
Hospital of New Orleans; and who was also a member of the Hospital Financial Management 
Association; Data Processing Management Association since 1960; and Vice President of 
the Louisiana Public Employee’s Council; and also served for over 20 years in various 
capacities on the RSEA Board of Directors including statewide President of RSEA in 1983 
and President of the New Orleans Chapter of RSEA for many years; and

Whereas, Ms. Cannon served with distinction on the Louisiana State Employees’ Retirement 
System (LASERS) Board of Trustees starting fifty years ago from 1968 until 1975, including 
as Chairman of Investments, and as Chairman of the Board in 1974; and served again from 
1983 until 1987; and was re-elected from 1992 until 1999; and finally serving as a LASERS 
Board Trustee Emeritus until 2002; and 

Whereas, during Mary’s tenure on the LASERS Board, system assets grew from $220 million 
in 1968 to over $4 billion by 1999; and Ms. Cannon served on the LASERS Board of Trustees 
that oversaw construction of the present LASERS’ building that was occupied in 1987; 
and she saw significant LASERS’ legislative changes for benefit of retirees including: the 
extension of  the Deferred Retirement Option Plan (DROP) from 2 to 3 years; implementation 
of Initial Benefit Option (IBO); establishment of a 20-year retirement option; and the 
creation of the Experience Account to provide for retiree COLAs; and

Whereas, Mary Young Cannon is deserving of special recognition for her public 
service contributions to Louisiana and to the retirees of Louisiana;

Now Therefore on this 12th day of September, 2018,  
the Retired State Employees Association of Louisiana honors 

Mary Young Cannon
as the first female inductee into Retired State Employees 

Association of Louisiana Hall of Fame.

Bonita Uearne, President of The Retired State Employees Association


